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Community Questionnaire on Downtown Okemos
This questionnaire is an unscientific attempt to gather input from neighborhood associations, residents and business owners on key issues facing “Downtown Okemos.”  For this questionnaire, please consider downtown Okemos to be the area along Okemos Road from Grand River to Mt. Hope and along Marsh Road from Grand River to the Marsh Road roundabout (please see attached map of the DDA district).  It is not the Meridian Mall or other local shopping centers.

Instructions:  Please read and check each box that best reflects your opinion.  We would like to know if you think an issue is essential, important, nice to have, or not important.  If you are not familiar with the issue or do not wish to answer, please check “no opinion.”   Please check only one box for each issue.  Please print and submit only one questionnaire per person.
Land Use:

1.  How important is pedestrian accessibility to future development of this area? 

Essential �
Important �
Nice to Have �    Not Important �   No Opinion �


2.  How important is it that this area becomes a center of entertainment, shopping, restaurants and public parking?

Essential �
Important �
Nice to Have �    Not Important �   No Opinion �


3.  How important is including the Grand River Avenue corridor as part of “Downtown Okemos”? (It is not part of the current DDA district as shown in the attached map).
Essential �
Important �
Nice to Have �    Not Important �   No Opinion �


Height/Density:

4.  Do you believe that the Downtown should be an active pedestrian, urban environment?

Yes  �
No �

No Opinion �



5.  If YES, would you support higher density, multiple story buildings which are necessary to create this active, urban environment?

Yes  �
No �

No Opinion �



6.  If NO, do you believe there is enough development in the Downtown, at present, and that additional high density development should not be permitted?

Yes  �
No �

No Opinion �



7.  Would you prefer to see most of the development at three stories or less with retail and restaurant uses on the first floor?

Yes  �
No �

No Opinion �



8.  In contrast, would you prefer to see most of the development at greater than three stories with retail and restaurant uses on the first floor?

Yes  �
No �

No Opinion �



9.  In the instance of new development or redevelopment, how important is it that building designs reflect a uniform architectural style?

Essential �
Important �
Nice to Have �    Not Important �   No Opinion �


10. How important is it that the downtown be architecturally integrated with the surrounding areas?

Essential �
Important �
Nice to Have �    Not Important �   No Opinion �


Please rank each land use that you would like to see in the downtown area, with 1 being the most important and 5 being the least important.
	High end retail
	

	Neighborhood retail service (dry cleaners, hardware stores, etc.)
	

	Specialty market/grocery store/farmers market
	

	Art facilities
	

	More public parking
	

	Museums or art galleries
	

	Hotel
	

	Apartments
	

	Condominiums
	

	Restaurants
	

	Entertainment 
	

	Library
	

	Other (please specify)
	

	Other (please specify)
	


11.  How frequently do you shop or do business in downtown Okemos?  (check one)


�   Daily


�   Weekly


�   4 or more times per month


�   1 to 3 times per month


�   Less than 1 time per month


�   Never 

12. How often do you drive through downtown Okemos? (check one)

�   Daily


�   Weekly


�   4 or more times per month


�   1 to 3 times per month


�   Less than 1 time per month


�   Never 

13.  What kinds of businesses do you normally patronize in downtown Okemos?


�   Specialty retail


�   Coffee Shops


�   Restaurants


�   Gas stations/auto repair


�   Dry Cleaners


�   Hair/nail salons


�   Banks



�   Grocer


�   Recreation/Fitness

�   Travel Agent


�   Other (please list names or types of businesses or shops)
  

_____________________________________



_____________________________________



_____________________________________

14. What kinds of businesses do you normally patronize in other locations?


�   Specialty retail


�   Coffee Shops


�   Restaurants


�   Gas stations/auto repair


�   Dry Cleaners


�   Hair/nail salons


�   Banks



�   Grocer


�   Recreation/Fitness

�   Travel Agent


�   Other (please list names or types of businesses or shops)
  

_____________________________________



_____________________________________



_____________________________________

15. What would encourage you to use downtown Okemos more frequently?  Please rate each improvement by placing a check mark under the level of importance.

	
	Essential
	Important
	Nice to Have
	Not Important
	No

Opinion

	More on-street parking
	
	
	
	
	

	More parking spaces/lots/parking structure
	
	
	
	
	

	Make access to parking easier
	
	
	
	
	

	Improve traffic flow
	
	
	
	
	

	Easier access by CATA bus line
	
	
	
	
	

	Improvements to the exterior and interior of the buildings
	
	
	
	
	

	Improvements to the downtown environment (improved sidewalks, added benches, new lighting, better landscaping, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	Shop/businesses open longer hours
	
	
	
	
	

	Better selection of goods/services in existing shops
	
	
	
	
	

	Better selection of goods/services in new shops
	
	
	
	
	

	Greater variety of shops
	
	
	
	
	



Other (please describe):


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

16.  If you would like to see different types of shops in downtown Okemos, please list the types would you wish to patronize.  Please be specific.


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

15.  What type of activities and/or physical improvements to Ferguson and Wonch Parks would entice you to visit the parks adjoining downtown Okemos?  Please rate each suggestion by placing a check mark under the level of importance.

	
	Essential
	Important
	Nice to Have
	Not Important
	No

Opinion

	Annual Art Festival
	
	
	
	
	

	Annual Music Festival
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter Snow Event
	
	
	
	
	

	Family Olympics-type event
	
	
	
	
	

	Canoe Livery Service
	
	
	
	
	

	Disc Golf Course
	
	
	
	
	

	Children’s “splash” area
	
	
	
	
	

	Pedestrian bridges to downtown area
	
	
	
	
	

	Pedestrian bridges to neighborhoods
	
	
	
	
	



Other (please describe):


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

16. Are there any problems or barriers preventing redevelopment or new construction?  Please be specific.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Please check all that apply:

I am a resident of Meridian Township �
I am a member of a neighborhood association �  Please identify: ______________________

I am a downtown business owner �

Please print and return the questionnaire no later than June 30, 2008

Mail or hand deliver to:

Paul J. Brake, Executive Director

Meridian Charter Township

Downtown Development Authority

5151 Marsh Road

Okemos, MI 48864                

Thanks you for your input!

(Version 4/14/08)
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Charter Township of Meridian Downtown Development Authority, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864, Phone 517 853-4000


